
2175 Cherry Avenue • Signal Hill, California 90755-3799

CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

THE CITY OF SIGNAL HILL
WELCOMES YOU TO A REGULAR

 SUSTAINABLE CITY COMMITTEE MEETING
May 06, 2025

 

The City of Signal Hill appreciates your attendance. Citizen interest provides the Sustainable 
City Committee with valuable information regarding issues of the community. Meetings are 
held four times in the 2025 calendar year: February 4, May 6, August 7, and October 7. 
Meetings commence at 6:00 p.m. There is a public comment period at the beginning of the 
regular meeting, as well as the opportunity to comment on each agenda item as it arises. Any 
meeting may be adjourned to a time and place stated in the order of adjournment .

The agenda is posted 72 hours prior to each meeting on the City’s website and outside of City 
Hall and is available at each meeting. The agenda and related reports are available for review 
online at www.cityofsignalhill.org. You may also contact the Community Development 
Department at comdev@cityofsignalhill.org or by calling (562) 989-7340.

During the meeting, the Chair presents agenda items for Committee consideration. The public 
is allowed to address the Committee on all agenda items. The Chair may take agenda items 
out of order and will announce when the period for public comment is open on each agenda 
item. The public may speak to the Committee on items that are not listed on the agenda. This 
public comment period will be held at the beginning of the public portion of the meeting. 
Please direct your comments or questions to the Chair. 

The City of Signal Hill Sustainability Committee is committed to striking a balance between 
economic growth, social responsibility, and environmental well-being by partnering with our 
neighbors, businesses, and the community to provide a healthy and enduring environment for 
future generations. The purpose of the Committee is to develop and recommend a 
sustainability framework to the City of Signal Hill City Council that promotes environmentally 
sound and financially practical objectives.

To participate:

•     In-person Participation: Library Community Room, 1800 East Hill Street, Signal Hill, 
California.
•    To make a general public comment or comment on a specific agenda item, you may 
also submit your comment, limited to 250 words or less, to 
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Sustainable City Committee Regular May 6, 2025

commdev@cityofsignalhill.org not later than 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 4, 2025. 
Written comments will be provided electronically to the Sustainable City Committee and 
attached to the meeting minutes. Written comments will not be read into the record.

Sustainable City Committee Members receive no compensation.

(1) CALL TO ORDER – 6:00 P.M.

(2) ROLL CALL

Local Business Representative:
DEBRA LAYTON

Community Representatives:
CECILIA FIDORA
BOZENA JAWORSKI
DAVID PERZYNSKI
LISA WONG

Commission Representatives:
KIRAN GIDWANI
DIANA PHILLIPS
SONIA SAVOULIAN - CHAIR 

Commission Alternates:
JULIE DOI
PAMELA DUTCH HUGHES
SAEIDA MILLER

Council Representatives:
ROBERT COPELAND
LORI WOODS

City Staff Representatives:
CARLOS LUIS
SUSANA MARTINEZ
ALEXIS LOPEZ SEVILLA
JESUS SALDAÑA

(3) PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR ON ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THIS AGENDA

(4) ANNOUNCEMENTS

(5) EDUCATION

a. EDUCATION

Summary:

A. GUEST PRESENTATION - Christy Padini of Farm and Craft Market will 
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Sustainable City Committee Regular May 6, 2025

present on the financials and logistics of starting and maintaining a 
Farmers Market program. 

Recommendation:

A. Receive and file.

(6) STAFF NEW BUSINESS

a. STAFF NEW BUSINESS

Summary:

A. BRAINSTORMING SESSION ON APRIL 1, 2025 - KEY TOPICS 

a. Farmers Market: Committee Members will share updates on their 
findings and research related to the Farmers Market initiative. 
Discussion will include outlining the next steps to advance the 
project.

b. Artificial Turf and Parkway to Garden Program: The Public Works 
Department will provide a brief presentation on the City’s 
landscape standards for new and rehabilitation projects, and 
current parkway standards. 

c. Member Attendance Frequency: Staff will present the findings of 
the three-year SCC Members’ attendance report requested by 
Committee Member Wong. 

B. FUTURE PRESENTATIONS - Committee Members may consider 
scheduling a presentation suggested by staff. 

C. COMMITTEE MEMBER TERMS AND REAPPOINTMENTS - Staff would 
like to remind SCC members that their terms are set to expire in June 
2025. Members interested in continuing their service should apply during 
the recruitment period. Interviews will be conducted during the regular 
meeting of August 7, 2025.

 

Recommendation:

A. Discuss and determine whether any of these items should be added to 
the August 7, 2025, meeting agenda.

B. Discuss and direct staff to schedule the presentation for the August 7, 
2025, meeting.

C. Receive and file. 

(7) LOCAL ACTIONS
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Sustainable City Committee Regular May 6, 2025

a. LOCAL ACTIONS

Summary:

A. RESERVOIR PARK STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS - The Public 
Works Department will provide a brief presentation of the Reservoir Park 
Stormwater Improvements project.

B. MAYOR’S CLEAN UP - The Spring Mayor’s Clean-Up event was held on 
Earth Day, April 22, 2025, in the Hilltop Neighborhood. Staff will share 
highlights of the event. 

Recommendation:

A. Receive and file. 
B. Receive and file.

(8) PUBLIC OUTREACH

a. PUBLIC OUTREACH

Summary:

A. CONCERTS IN THE PARK 2025 - Concerts in the Park are scheduled on 
Wednesday evenings, July 9th to July 30th. As in previous years, SCC 
will have a booth at the event each week providing information to the 
public about sustainable practices and water conservation. Staff would 
like to begin recruiting volunteers to assist with event setup, staffing, and 
cleanup. Two SCC members typically run the booth, with staff providing 
some assistance with the set-up.

During the February 4, 2025, SCC meeting, committee members 
discussed potential informational booth materials or giveaway items to 
hand out during the event. Committee members may discuss any other 
ideas or giveaways they find appropriate for these events. 

B. SUSTAINABILITY AWARD PROGRAM - On March 25, 2025, the City 
Council presented a Sustainability Award to Ground Education for their 
school garden learning program. Nominations remain open for SCC 
members to recommend other Signal Hill businesses or residents for 
consideration for a future award.

Recommendation:

A. Sign up to volunteer at the SCC Summer Concerts Booth. 
B. Nominate a business or resident for a Sustainability Award.

(9) CONSENT CALENDAR

The following Consent Calendar items are expected to be routine and 
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Sustainable City Committee Regular May 6, 2025

non-controversial. Items will be acted upon by the Committee at one time without 
discussion. Any item may be removed by a Committee or member of the audience for 
discussion.

a. PREVIOUS MINUTES

Summary:

Regular Meeting of February 4, 2025. 

Recommendation:

Approve. 

b. IN THE NEWS

Summary:

Articles compiled by staff that may be of interest to the Committee. 

Recommendation:

Receive and file. 

(10) COMMITTEE NEW BUSINESS

(11) ADJOURNMENT

Tonight’s meeting will be adjourned to the next scheduled meeting of the Sustainable 
City Committee to be held on August 7, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., in the Signal Hill Public 
Library Learning Center, 1800 E Hill St, Signal Hill, CA 90755.

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

If you need special assistance beyond what is normally provided to participate in 
meetings, the City will attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner.  
Please call the City Clerk’s office at (562) 989-7305 at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting to inform us of your particular needs to determine if accommodation is 
feasible.

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

I, Phyllis Thorne, Management Assistant for the Community Development Department, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing agenda was posted at City Hall, at the Library, at 
Discovery Well Park, and at Reservoir Park 72 hours in advance of this meeting.
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CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

STAFF REPORT

2175 Cherry Avenue • Signal
Hill, California 90755-3799

5/6/2025

AGENDA ITEM

TO:
HONORABLE CHAIR
AND MEMBERS OF THE SUSTAINABLE CITY COMMITTEE

FROM:
COLLEEN T. DOAN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:
EDUCATION

Summary:

A. GUEST PRESENTATION - Christy Padini of Farm and Craft Market will present on the
financials and logistics of starting and maintaining a Farmers Market program.

Recommendation:

A. Receive and file.

CITY OF SIGNAL HILL Printed on 5/1/2025Page 1 of 1
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CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

STAFF REPORT

2175 Cherry Avenue • Signal
Hill, California 90755-3799

5/6/2025

AGENDA ITEM

TO:
HONORABLE CHAIR
AND MEMBERS OF THE SUSTAINABLE CITY COMMITTEE

FROM:
COLLEEN T. DOAN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:
STAFF NEW BUSINESS

Summary:

A. BRAINSTORMING SESSION ON APRIL 1, 2025 - KEY TOPICS

a. Farmers Market: Committee Members will share updates on their findings and research
related to the Farmers Market initiative. Discussion will include outlining the next steps
to advance the project.

b. Artificial Turf and Parkway to Garden Program: The Public Works Department will
provide a brief presentation on the City’s landscape standards for new and
rehabilitation projects, and current parkway standards.

c. Member Attendance Frequency: Staff will present the findings of the three-year SCC
Members’ attendance report requested by Committee Member Wong.

B. FUTURE PRESENTATIONS - Committee Members may consider scheduling a presentation
suggested by staff.

C. COMMITTEE MEMBER TERMS AND REAPPOINTMENTS - Staff would like to remind SCC
members that their terms are set to expire in June 2025. Members interested in continuing
their service should apply during the recruitment period. Interviews will be conducted during
the regular meeting of August 7, 2025.

Recommendation:

A. Discuss and determine whether any of these items should be added to the August 7, 2025,
meeting agenda.

B. Discuss and direct staff to schedule the presentation for the August 7, 2025, meeting.

CITY OF SIGNAL HILL Printed on 5/1/2025Page 1 of 2

powered by Legistar™
7

http://www.legistar.com/


5/6/2025

C. Receive and file.
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Three-Year Report on SCC Attendance  

SCC Meeting Date SCC Members’ 
Attendance 

Quorum Met 

February 1, 2022 9 out of 13 Members Yes  

May 3, 2022 8 out of 13 Members Yes  

August 1, 2022 10 out of 13 Members Yes  

October 4, 2022 10 out of 13 Members Yes  

February 7, 2023 8 out of 12 Members 
(1 Vacancy) 

Yes  

May 2, 2023 9 out of 12 Members  
(1 Vacancy) 

Yes  

August 3, 2023 4 out of 13 Members No 

October 3, 2023 6 out of 13 Members No 

February 6, 2024 9 out of 13 Members Yes  

May 7, 2024 7 out of 13 Members Yes  

August 1, 2024 7 out of 13 Members Yes  

October 1, 2024 6 out of 13 Members No 

February 4, 2025 8 out of 13 Members Yes  
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CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

STAFF REPORT

2175 Cherry Avenue • Signal
Hill, California 90755-3799

5/6/2025

AGENDA ITEM

TO:
HONORABLE CHAIR
AND MEMBERS OF THE SUSTAINABLE CITY COMMITTEE

FROM:
COLLEEN T. DOAN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:
LOCAL ACTIONS

Summary:

A. RESERVOIR PARK STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS - The Public Works Department will
provide a brief presentation of the Reservoir Park Stormwater Improvements project.

B. MAYOR’S CLEAN UP - The Spring Mayor’s Clean-Up event was held on Earth Day, April 22,
2025, in the Hilltop Neighborhood. Staff will share highlights of the event.

Recommendation:

A. Receive and file.
B. Receive and file.
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CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

STAFF REPORT

2175 Cherry Avenue • Signal
Hill, California 90755-3799

5/6/2025

AGENDA ITEM

TO:
HONORABLE CHAIR
AND MEMBERS OF THE SUSTAINABLE CITY COMMITTEE

FROM:
COLLEEN T. DOAN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:
PUBLIC OUTREACH

Summary:

A. CONCERTS IN THE PARK 2025 - Concerts in the Park are scheduled on Wednesday
evenings, July 9th to July 30th. As in previous years, SCC will have a booth at the event each
week providing information to the public about sustainable practices and water conservation.
Staff would like to begin recruiting volunteers to assist with event setup, staffing, and cleanup.
Two SCC members typically run the booth, with staff providing some assistance with the set-
up.

During the February 4, 2025, SCC meeting, committee members discussed potential
informational booth materials or giveaway items to hand out during the event. Committee
members may discuss any other ideas or giveaways they find appropriate for these events.

B. SUSTAINABILITY AWARD PROGRAM - On March 25, 2025, the City Council presented a
Sustainability Award to Ground Education for their school garden learning program.
Nominations remain open for SCC members to recommend other Signal Hill businesses or
residents for consideration for a future award.

Recommendation:

A. Sign up to volunteer at the SCC Summer Concerts Booth.
B. Nominate a business or resident for a Sustainability Award.
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CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

STAFF REPORT

2175 Cherry Avenue • Signal
Hill, California 90755-3799

5/6/2025

AGENDA ITEM

TO:
HONORABLE CHAIR
AND MEMBERS OF THE SUSTAINABLE CITY COMMITTEE

FROM:
COLLEEN T. DOAN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:
PREVIOUS MINUTES

Summary:

Regular Meeting of February 4, 2025.

Recommendation:

Approve.
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2175 Cherry Avenue • Signal Hill, California 90755-3799

CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
SIGNAL HILL SUSTAINABLE CITY COMMITTEE

February 04, 2025

DRAFT

A Regular Meeting of the Signal Hill Sustainable City Committee was held in-person in the 
Signal Hill Library Community Room on Tuesday, February 4, 2025.

(1) CALL TO ORDER – 6:00 P.M.

(2) ROLL CALL

PRESENT: ROBERT COPELAND
LORI WOODS
DIANA PHILLIPS
CHAIR SONIA SAVOULIAN
CECILIA FIDORA
BOZENA JAWORSKI
DAVID PERZYNSKI
LISA WONG

ABSENT: JULIE DOI
KIRAN GIDWANI
PAM DUTCH HUGHES
SAEIDA MILLER
DEBRA LAYTON

(3) PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR ON ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THIS AGENDA

There was no public business from the floor.

(4) ANNOUNCEMENTS

(5) EDUCATION

February 04, 2025
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a. EDUCATION

Holland Brown gave a presentation about Ground Education, a non-profit 
organization that partners with local schools in the Long Beach Unified School 
District.  Committee members asked clarifying questions about the program.

b. Commission members requested that the presentation on the Street Tree Master plan 
be moved to after the presentation by Ground Education.

Public Works and SWA gave a presentation on the City's Street Tree Master Plan 
public outreach efforts.

(6) STAFF NEW BUSINESS

a. STAFF NEW BUSINESS

A. CONCERTS IN THE PARK

The Committee discussed give-away items for the 2025 Concerts in the Park.

B. MEETING FREQUENCY

The Committee discussed adding two non-agendized meetings to the calendar 
for 2025.

(7) LOCAL ACTIONS

a. LOCAL ACTIONS

A. GATEWAY CITIES ENERGY ACTION AWARD

The Gateway Cities Council of Government will present the Gold Level award to 
the City Council during the April 8, 2025, meeting.

B. SCC SUBCOMMITTEE: FARMER’S MARKET

The subcommittee members gave an update.

C. SCC SUBCOMMITTEE: POLYSTYRENE PACKAGING CAMPAIGN

The subcommittee members gave an update.

E. HILLBROOK PARK UPDATE

Staff provided an update on the project.

(8) PUBLIC OUTREACH

February 04, 2025
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a. PUBLIC OUTREACH

A. MAYOR’S CLEAN-UP: 

At the request of Mayor Jones, the Spring Mayor’s Clean-Up event will be held 
on Earth Day, Tuesday, April 22, 2025, in the Hilltop Neighborhood. Basecamp 
will be located at Discovery Well Park, 2200 Temple Avenue.

B. SUSTAINABILITY AWARD PROGRAM

The Committee selected Ground Education, 2633 East 28th Street Unit 626, to 
receive a Sustainability Award for their School Garden Learning Program.

(9) CONSENT CALENDAR

a. PREVIOUS MINUTES

b. IN THE NEWS

It was moved by COMMITTEE MEMBER COPELAND and seconded by 
COMMITTEE MEMBER JAWORSKI to approve the Consent Calendar.

(10) COMMITTEE NEW BUSINESS

Committee Member Wong requested to schedule a presenter at a future meeting on 
the topic of Community Choice Aggregation.

(11) ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by COMMITTEE MEMBER PERZYNSKI and seconded by COMMITTEE 
MEMBER JAWORSKI, to adjourn to the next regular meeting of the SCC to be held on 
Tuesday, Tuesday May 6, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the Library Community Room, 1800 E 
Hill Street, Signal Hill, CA, 90755.

February 04, 2025
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CHAIR SAVOULIAN adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m.

_____________________________

SONIA SAVOULIAN

CHAIR

Attest: 

_____________________________
COLLEEN T. DOAN

COMMISSION SECRETARY

February 04, 2025
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CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

STAFF REPORT

2175 Cherry Avenue • Signal
Hill, California 90755-3799

5/6/2025

AGENDA ITEM

TO:
HONORABLE CHAIR
AND MEMBERS OF THE SUSTAINABLE CITY COMMITTEE

FROM:
COLLEEN T. DOAN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:
IN THE NEWS

Summary:

Articles compiled by staff that may be of interest to the Committee.

Recommendation:

Receive and file.

Background and Analysis

Articles include:

· Fight intensifies over bill by former Edison executive to gut rooftop solar credits - LA Times

· How one woman transformed a trash patch into a garden - LA Times

· Long Beach-LA Region tops list of nation's smoggiest areas - Long Beach Post
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